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art exhibit opening
Friday, February 1, 2019
6-9pm, Rochester Contemporary Art Center, Rochester
Landscapes and The Unbuilt featuring artwork based on Genesee Land 
Trust protected lands

Winter Wonder Land Dinner  
Saturday, March 2, 2019
6pm, The Rabbit Room at The Lower Mill, Honeoye Falls 
Dinner and drinks, silent auction

5K Walk @ El Camino
Saturday, June 1, 2019
10am-1pm, El Camino, City of Rochester
Community walk and entertainment through El Camino neighborhood

You’re Invited to these UPCOMING EVENTS!

We invite you to sign up for our Enews on geneseelandtrust.org 
to receive event updates as well as conservation news and stories.

Don’t forget to follow us on social media for more news!

A C O M M U N I T Y T R E AS U R E  P R OT E C T E D

A l as a FA R M s  T H R O U G H  A C H I L D ’ S  E Y E S

g i v i n g  ov e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  a n d  b e yo n d

f a l l / w i n t e r  2 0 1 8
Genesee Land Trust is partially funded by the New York 
Conservation Partnership Program administered by the 
Land Trust Alliance Northeast Program with support 
from the State of New York. A copy of Genesee Land 
Trust’s annual financial report may be obtained upon 
request from our office or from the New York State 
Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271



A COMMUNITY TREASURE PROTECTED

It’s been over 200 years since Ron Zarpentine’s family first purchased the farm. A fourth-generation 
farmer, Ron’s family has seen a lot of change in Hilton, about 17 miles outside of Rochester. “It used to be 
that there were farms everywhere when I was a kid,” said Ron, as he sits outside the farm store wearing a 
matching Zarpentine Farms shirt and hat.

That’s no longer the case. Monroe County has lost nearly 1,000 farms in the past 60 years. Ron has seen a 
lot of that decline since he took over the farm from his parents in 1975 just as some of the farms started 
to turn over into housing. Determined to keep the family farm viable, he diversified the farm by investing 
in apple orchards, vegetable production, a farm store and bakery, a pumpkin patch, and more recently 
“the best” corn maze in western New York.

Now, Ron’s farm is considered a community treasure – where families come to get apples, go for 
wagon rides, wander the maze, and pick out their favorite pumpkin off the vine. That didn’t happen just 
by magic. “I noticed that kids are often unaware of where their food comes from and how it grows,” 
explained Ron. “It makes me happy to see the kids smile when they choose apples or collect pumpkins in 
the field. I want them to love the outdoors as much as I do,” added Ron. 

IT’S IN MY HEART
“When I was a little kid, I helped my dad plant crops on 
this land, and I was hooked. I love farming. It’s in my 
heart, not in my pocket.” said Ron. Proud of his family’s 
heritage on the land, Ron shared the photos of his 
parents and grandparents on the wall of the farm store. 
“I didn’t want it to end with me.” 
 
Ron grins, leaning up against the barn after an early 
morning of picking apples. “I didn’t want this place to 
grow houses or businesses. I wanted it to stay green. 
That’s why I protected it. Now I know it will be here for 
years and years to come.” 

UNKNOWN MIGRANTS RELY ON PROTECTED HABITATS TOO

Inspired by Martha Zettel and Bill O’Neill 
Birds are well-known for their long journeys north and south from Canada to Central or South America 
every year, stopping to rest and refuel in natural habitats along Lake Ontario. 
 
But other wildlife also depend on these special habitats to rest as they too travel from their summer homes 
to their winter ones. The orange and black Monarch butterfly famously cruises open fields and catches the 
wind on its way to Mexico.

UNUSUAL BATS THAT MIGRATE

Equally colorful, but rarely noticed among the migrants, are eastern red 
bats. Only about 4 inches long with delicate wingspans of 13 inches, red 
bats live in wooded areas or hedgerows. When not migrating, they live 
alone, hanging upside down in trees or shrubs. In early evening, they 
hunt for moths, beetles, and other flying insects in clearings or along 
the edge of the woods.

Red bats are unusual in that they have fur on their wing and tail 
membranes making them able to survive summers as far north as 
northern Canada and helping them blend in when they hang upside 
down on tree branches looking like dead leaves. They winter in 
southeastern United States or northeastern Mexico hibernating in holes 
in trees or under shaggy bark. 

CRUCIAL RESTING SPOTS

Each fall the bats can be found migrating in groups at night, sometimes mixed in 
with migrating flocks of birds. And with the birds, they rest and refuel in undisturbed shrubby and wooded 
habitat along the shores of Lake Ontario. As the lakeshore becomes more developed, Genesee Land Trust’s 
conserved lands like Cornwall Preserve, Alasa Farms, Island Cottage Woods, and Maguire Family Wildlife 
Sanctuary are crucial to provide such resting spots for birds and bats alike. 
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HELPING FARM FAMILIES
Your support makes it possible for Genesee Land Trust to conserve farms across 
the region. Each year, farm families turn to us to learn about options for the 
future of their farms. To date, we have worked, often partnering with towns, to 
conserve 14 working farms in the region.

Conservation runs deep for Martha Zettel and her 
husband, Bill O’Neill. They are dedicated to sharing 
their love of bats, frogs, salamanders, butterflies, 
moths, and all wildlife – well-known and otherwise. 
They find many ways to support the conservation of 
lands along Lake Ontario that are vital in the lives of 
the nine species of bats found in our region. Martha 
and Bill volunteer their time to share their love of 
nature. Look for one of their fun, fact-filled activities 
this spring and discover a world of nature.
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UPGRADED WEBSITE FEATURES PLACES TO EXPLORE
We’re so excited to share our new website with you! Check out 
geneseelandtrust.org to explore our calendar of events, check out new maps 
for places to explore, read stories from the land, or learn about ways to get 
involved and make a difference. Please share any feedback with us at 
info@geneseelandtrust.org. We’d love to hear from you!

GIVING OVER THE YEARS, AND BEYOND

Connie’s parents didn’t have a lot of extra money to spend, but they were always finding ways to save a 
little bit more land around their summer cottage on Lake Ontario from development. Spending hours 
outside, along the water and in the woods, Connie grew to be passionate about birds, trees, and the lake.

That same experience is one Connie and Henry Ehindero have passed on to their children, Adewale, 
Maya, and Ayotunde. As one of the land trust’s original dedicated volunteers and board members, 
Connie has long led by example. “I love that I am part of a bigger team – a community – working hard to 
conserve these special places. And while my gifts today may be small, I knew I wanted to do something 
meaningful. I am happy knowing I can give a bigger financial gift down the road.” 

That’s now what Connie has done, and we are very appreciative of her compassion and foresight. With 
development pressure increasing, we know we need to ramp up the pace of conservation to ensure 
adequate land for farming, wildlife, clean water, and community enjoyment. 

A LEGACY GIFT CAN BE EASY
“I always thought Legacy gifts were for other people, but making the land trust a beneficiary of my life 
insurance policy was easy to do…and I feel strongly about helping to protect and care for special lands 
close by…homes for birds and other wildlife.” 

It’s that kind of leadership that led Connie to become one of our conservation heroes and join our Legacy 
Society by sharing her plans with us. Thank you, Connie. The lands and waters here will be all the better 
thanks to your generosity. 

CONSERVE WHAT YOU LOVE

A gift of any size included in your will or other planned giving can make a big difference. There 
are many ways to contribute to the lands and waters you love, including a simple bequest, life 
insurance policies, real estate, and appreciated assets.

If you’d like to talk about what feels right to you, give Gay Mills a call at (585) 256-2130 or 
email her at gmills@geneseelandtrust.org for a confidential discussion. If you have included 
Genesee Land Trust in your will or planned giving we’d love to know so we can thank you.
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Conkey Corner Park Celebrating 10 Years!

Conkey Corner Park: 
Ten years of neighborhood 
fun and community – a place 
to gather, play, exercise, and 
enjoy the outdoors.



ALASA FARMS THROUGH A CHILD’S EYES

You would think as winter approaches, we at Genesee Land Trust wouldn’t be thinking of spring. 
But you’d be mistaken.

Instead, you’ll find us thinking about how best to engage local students from the urban reaches of 
Rochester to get outside and fall in love with nature – and with their studies. “There are a number 
of my students who don’t get excited about science until we make it hands-on,” explained Lindsey 
Georger, a third-grade teacher at Abraham Lincoln School #22 in Rochester, “and being out on a farm 
is a great way to bring their textbooks to life.”

That’s because over the past 8 years Genesee Land Trust has partnered with Rochester’s School #22 
to bring third-grade students to Alasa Farms, a conserved farm in the town of Sodus, and to make 
something really special happen. 

“We’ve talked about it in school, we learn about wetlands, forests, and farms, but it’s not really 
“real” until we get out there for the day,” Lindsey continued. For many of the students it’s the first 
time they’ve been out on a farm. “My special moment is getting to experience the farm through the 
students’ eyes. Watching students who have never seen such wide-open fields, listen to the birds, and 
pet the horses is a memorable moment.” 

MAKING A CARING CONNECTION
There’s an added bonus too. Alasa Farms is home to Cracker Box Palace, a farm animal rescue and 
rehabilitation center. Students were able to meet Razzle. Razzle is a sandy-colored, 31-year-old blind 
horse taken in 9 years ago. 
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SUGAR MAPLE CIRCLE

The new Sugar Maple Circle recognizes those with a passion to make the seemingly impossible a reality 
with a gift of $84 each month, or $1,000 or more each year, to Genesee Land Trust. These generous
contributions give us the extra boost to connect kids and families to the land and to protect and care 
for lands and waters in your community. Sugar Maple Circle gifts strengthen Genesee Land Trust’s 
commitment to save wildlife habitat and protect family farms – improving the quality of life for all.

We are grateful for everyone who supports Genesee Land Trust and recognize the impact on local 
conservation through gifts of every size. If you’re interested in the Sugar Maple Circle, please get in touch 
with Gay Mills at gmills@geneseelandtrust.org or (585) 256-2130. 

“My special moment is getting to experience the 
farm through the students’ eyes.”
        - Lindsey Georger

ALASA FARMS THROUGH A CHILD’S EYES CONTINUED

A volunteer at the farm explained to the students how they needed to be quiet and gentle around the 
horse so as not to spook her. They slowly and calmly gathered around her, and she let them pet her 
face. Some students leaned their heads into hers as if to snuggle her. “It was a sweet moment to see 
how much the mare enjoyed the students and how they reacted so caringly to her,” said Lindsey. “There 
are kids who also have to deal with a lot of challenges in their lives, and meeting Razzle was a real 
connection for them.” 

“My students walk away with knowledge and experiences they’ll remember for a long time. My students 
and I absolutely love this field trip and are grateful for the opportunity,” said Lindsey.

Genesee Land Trust is now looking for funding to expand the program by inviting students and former 
students to bring their families to visit the farm on the weekend to share their experience. Gay Mills, 
Genesee Land Trust executive director, explained, “We had a great test experience this past spring 
with kids showing their parents and grandparents what they learned during the field trip. Conservation 
needs kids to care if it is going to last for generations to come.”

With your support we’ll be able to expand this program and 
boost it with family and community outings to allow the kids 
to share what they’ve learned with those they love.

“Conservation needs kids to 
care if it is going to last for 
generations to come.”
    - Gay Mills




